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I hope everyone had a great and Happy Thanksgiving with their family and loved 
ones. And will you believe Christmas is coming upon us next.  
 
The month of November was a lot of fun and enjoyable. For the 8h consecutive year 
our club was represented in the Philadelphia Veterans Parade.  I drove one of the 
two Grand Marshals, Jacob Ruser, who was assigned to the 4th Infantry division and 
at one point in the war landed at Utah beach during the Normandy ‘D’ invasion. 
Jacob is 99 years old and is still mentally sharp.  I can’t see myself ever getting close 
to that age and if I did, I wouldn’t know what to do with my life.  The other Grand 
Marshall, Benjamin Berry who is 100 years old, rode in Roy Adams’ Corvette.  The 
club had another 7 Corvettes in the parade driving various celebrities.  Beside Roy 
and me, I want to Thank the following members for giving up their time and car to 
be in the parade.  They are Al DePue, Bill Nichols, Candy Merlino, Chris Merlino, 
Denny Matlack, Steve Baker, Cliff Hamilton.   
 
The November General Membership meeting was the best November meeting I 
ever hosted as President of CCDV.  It was more than just recognizing our veteran 
members, but it was also a very patriotic meeting.  I invited professional 
Entertainer/Singer Peter Venneri to the meeting whose girlfriend is Carol Vagnoni 
a member of our club since 1994.  Peter started with the Star-Spangled Banner 
followed by America the Beautiful and later ended the meeting with God Bless 
America.  Starting the meeting that way really got everybody in the spirit.  During 
the meeting I asked the members who are veterans to stand up to be honored as 
they spoke into the mike and stated what branch of service they served in and their 
place of deployment and rank. 
 
There was no need for an election as nobody was nominated from the floor.   
 
The Golden Shaft award was presented to Zach Hamada and his committee (Tom 
Weigand, Barb & John Pergine, Candy Merlino) for the great job they did with the 
rescheduled Cavalcade of Corvette show.  This was the first time the award was 
given to 5 members at the same time.  A special ‘Thank you” for a job well done. 
The Philly Phanatic was very entertaining and mingled with the participants. 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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The Technical Chairperson position is now filled by Joe Parente who volunteered 
to step up and take on this role.  Joe is very knowledgeable with Corvettes and will 
be a good contact should you have any issues or concerns about your car.  
 
As in the past there will not be a December General Membership meeting.  There 
is the annual Holiday party for which we sold all 70 tickets.  As always, we will have 
a great time and an enjoyable evening.  I’m looking forward to the event. 
 
Everyone, have a safe and happy Holiday this month. 
 
I wish you and your families the best.   
Ed 
  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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Welcome!! 

 
Rick Bagshaw – 2021 Accelerate Yellow Coupe 

 
Total Members to date - 337!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

WELCOME NEW CCDV MEMBERS! 

Photo appears with permission from the 
National Corvette Museum 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM CCDV BOARD MEETING  

November 9, 2023 
 

General Membership Meetings will start at 7:00pm. 
 

Activities – Activities – Barb P / John B. / Candy M. 
  

• Saturday, November 11th, Breakfast at Andy’s Diner in Conshohocken @ 9:30am 
 

• Saturday Dec 9th - Holiday Party 76 people already registered. (Max was 70) Potential 
to be able to use the location’s larger room if it isn’t reserved in the next 8 days – if we 
get more people to sign up before the deadline of November 17th. 

 
• Saturday, December 16th – Breakfast at Michael’s in Montgomeryville @ 9:30am 

 
Membership – • Total number of members – 337 

•  
 

• CECF – No Report 
 

CCDV Name Tags 
Please contact Candy Merlino – cmerlino.ccdv@yahoo.com 

New Members – get your name tags.  
New Car - get your new name tag. 

Tags are $20.00 each, at least three orders are needed to send to 
the Company. 

CCDV License Plates 
Anyone interested in purchasing a Club License Plate,  
please contact: Tim Simmons - tasimmons@gmail.com 

Regular CCDV Plate - $38.00; Personalized CCDV Plate - $166.00 
 

  

CCDV BOARD MINUTES 

mailto:cmerlino.ccdv@yahoo.com
mailto:tasimmons@gmail.com


6 | G a s  C a p  
 

As part of our salute to Veterans Day, Ed Bonk invited professional Entertainer/Singer Peter 
Venneri to the November membership meeting. Peter started with the Star-Spangled Banner 
followed by America the Beautiful and later finished with God Bless America. Thank you, Peter, 
for your outstanding performance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presidnet, ED Bonk presented the Golden Shaft Award to the Cavalcade Committee in 
recognition of their tireless efforts and hard work in organizing and running the 51st Cavalcade. 
Pictured from left to right are Zach Hamada(Chairman), Tom Weigand, and Candy Merlino. 
Not Pictured are Barb and John Pergine as John is recovering from surgery.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

November 15th Membership Meeting Highlights 
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Club Leadership: 

President:  
Ed Bonk  (267) 253-7460 
 
Vice President:  
Tom Weigand 
 
Treasurer:  
Tim Simmons (215) 947-4118 
 
Recording Secretary: 
Candy Merlino  
 
Corporate Secretary:  
Dennis Trayes  
 
Board Membership           
Chairperson: Vacant 
Johnny“Bacon”Benischeck  
Jacques Etkowicz 
Rose Ferrante  
Ang Grippo  
Zach Hamada  
Penelope Hunt 
Kerry Duke  
Barb Pergine 

 
Gas Cap Editor:  
Evan Stone  gascap@ccdv.com 
 
Public Relations: 
Dennis Levitt & Rose Ferrante 
 
Website:           
Tom Weigand webmaster@ccdv.com 

Committees: 
Activity Chairperson: 
Vacant 
 
Cavalcade Chairpersons for 2023:  
Zach Hamada & John Pergine 
 
Club Store Chairperson: 
Frank Kitchen 
 
Cruise Night Chairpersons: 
Candy & Chris Merlino 
 
Nametag Chairperson: 
Candy Merlino 
 
National Corvette Museum 
Ambassador: 
Jack DeLong 
 
Technical Chairperson 
Joe Parente 
  

CCDV BOARD & COMMITTEES 

mailto:gascap@ccdv.com
mailto:webmaster@ccdv.com
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Philadelphia Veterans Parade 
November 5, 2023 
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Philadelphia Veterans Parade 
November 5, 2023 
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Hatboro 63rd Annual Holiday Parade 
November 19, 2023 
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2024 CCDV Wall Calendars are now available for purchase ($12.00 each).  

Calendar measures 18” high x 12” wide, when open. 
 You can buy one at our next General Meeting January 17th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

CCDV 2024 Wall Calendar 
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The CCDV BREAKFAST AT Andy’s Diner on November 11, 2023 
 
Andy’s Diner is located on Ridge Pike in Conshohocken. This eatery was 
recommended by John & Barb Pergine who live nearby. Unfortunately, John 
Pergine was unable to join us since he was confined to the house while nursing his 
brand new 2023 left hip. His right hip was replaced 5 years ago, and as of this 
writing, John is walking and recovering much quicker than the last time. These 
monthly Roving Breakfasts are a great excuse to exercise our beautiful Corvettes, 
and consequently, fourteen hungry CCDVers joined up for our morning party. As it 
was Veterans Day, there were red, white, and blue Corvettes parked together in 
the parking lot. The food was delicious and well- served by our waiter, who you can 
see in one of the pictures. (Due to his black clothing, slicked back hair, pale face, 
distinctive facial features and stately bearing, I dubbed our server “Dracula”.) All-
in-all it was a very fun time with much interesting conversation among our friends. 
 
The attending Corvettesters were: 
 
Nils & Sharon Jonaitis….and….Bob & Jahn Landis 
Clifton & Evelyn Hamilton….and….Barb Pergine 
Kevin & Joan Allen….and….Jeff & Julie Kauf 
Chis & Jeff Biscardi….and….Johnny Bacon 
 
 

On Saturday, December 16th we’ll have breakfast at Michaels’s Family 
Restaurant in Montgomeryville at 9:30am. I hope that you can make it. 

 
Johnny Bacon 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

CCDV Roving Breakfast 
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CCDV Roving Breakfast 
November 11, 2023 
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Join Us for BREAKFAST! 
Saturday, December 16, 2023 

At 9:30 AM  
 

Michael’s Family Restaurant 
709 Bethlehem Pike (Route 309) 

Montgomeryville, PA 18936 
(215) 368-9909 

Rain or Shine 
 

RSVP by 2 PM on 12/15/23 to 
Johnny Bacon at (215) 208-6620 

OR 
Respond on the CCDV Website’s Forum 

 
A BIG “THANK YOU” and a “Tip O’ The Hat” to  

Linda & Bruce Houser  
Who recommended this venue! 

 
Hope to see you there! 

Johnny Bacon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCDV Roving Breakfast 
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HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS! 

First Name Last Name Date
Debbie Haeussler 3
Karen Sinn 3
Shirley Blumenstock 4

Linda Houser 4
Michael Weiss 5
Nick Cione 6
Marlene Etkowicz 7
Jim Naylor 8
William Washnock 13
Bonnie Milnes 13
Diane Micklin 13
Tim Simmons 14
Lynne Harnish 16
Sue Fellman 17
Gary Romberger Sr 17
Joan Allen 18
John Benischeck 18
Bill Cmorey 18
Nancy Hale 19
Robert McCrumn 20
Ed Edmunds 21
Russell Bentman 23
Dave Peterson 23
Allan Lane 24
John Pergine 25
Bill Huey 27
Kristy Conwell 28
Nick Dautel 29
James Polis 31
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Joel Fellman 
https://www.burnsfuneralhome.com/obituary/joel-fellman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wayne Zaks 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/obituaries/psom0606105 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

In Memoriam 
Paying Tribute To Members Who Have Passed 

https://www.burnsfuneralhome.com/obituary/joel-fellman
https://www.phillyburbs.com/obituaries/psom0606105
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August 29-31, 2024 
2024 National Corvette Caravan 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/CARAVAN/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

NEWSWORTHY 

 
REGISTER HERE: 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/event/anniversary-
celebration/?instance_id=607 
 

Appears with permission from the National Corvette Museum 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/CARAVAN/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/event/anniversary-celebration/?instance_id=607
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/event/anniversary-celebration/?instance_id=607
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At the November 15th General Membership Meeting, Al Robison’s winning ticket 
was selected from the entries for the Ride In Toy Corvette. Club Vice President Tom 
Weigand was kind enough to volunteer his time to meet Al in Harrisburg which was 
halfway for both. Al drives an 18-wheeler for a living and entered the contest for 
his 4-year-old grandson. Al belongs to the Cumberland Valley Corvette Club and 
drives a C7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Play to Win – Toy Corvette 
Winner Announced! 
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JOEL’S JOLLIES 

Appears with permission from Corvette Blogger 
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The next page is a flyer that all club members can print & provide to non-club members. 
 

Please consider yourselves as “Goodwill Ambassadors” that invite 
other Corvette Lovers to join our club. 
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Please Consider Joining Us! 

Corvette Club of Delaware Valley (CCDV) 
 

We participate in a wide variety of Fun-Filled Activities: 

Breakfasts, Car shows, Charitable Events, Monthly 
Membership Meetings, Monthly Cruise Nights, NCM 
Events, Parades, Picnics, Dinners, Tours, Trips & more… 

Established in 1958, we’ve donated over $600,000 to 
dozens of local charities. 

With over 255+ members, you’re bound to have a great 
time while making new friends who share your Corvette 
passion. 

If you have any questions, please contact us. 

Website: www.ccdv.com 

Email: info@ccdv.com 

Phone: (215) 938-7722 

Mail: CCDV Box 397, Willow Grove, PA 19090 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ccdv.com/
mailto:info@ccdv.com
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FOR SALE – OEM C8 MICHELIN SUMMER TIRES-Front & Rear 
Professionally removed by Spence @ Bryner 
Only 1500 easy, break-in miles on them. Swapped for All-season tires. 
Think of all the launches, donuts and wheel stands you could do with an 
affordable set of extra tires! 
Asking $800 for the set. Price very negotiable. 
Reach out to Evan Stone @ (215) 880-7456 or la2designstudio@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS 

mailto:la2designstudio@gmail.com
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FOR SALE: 
C8 All Season Tires and wheels. Complete with TPMS Sensors. 
500 miles on the tires. 
Asking $1,800 for the set. 
Reach out to Jacques Etkowicz 
(267) 625-4553 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

CLASSIFIEDS 
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Thank you to all our current Sponsor’s, we appreciate your support. 
Please consider supporting the club by advertising your business and 

SUPPORTING YOUR CLUB at the same time! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1750 The Fairway The Peterson Family 
Jenkintown, PA 19046 Serving the area for over 85 years 
www.brynerchevrolet.com 

1-800-235-2860, prompt 3 or 215-887-7120, direct 
 

SPONSOR’S BENEFITS FOR CCDV MEMBERS 

10% over dealer cost for GM parts pricing for CCDV members (with CCDV 
membership card and with proper ID and owner’s card showing the owner 
of the vehicle is a CCDV member). 

 
5% discounted Part/Service Pricing, in-shop, and labor for General Motors 
repairs from regular retail. 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!!! THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!!! 



25 | G a s  C a p  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

New Name Tags 

$20.00 Each 
Must Pay At Time of Order 

Contact: Candy Merlino 
(215) 779-9454 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!!! 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!!! 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!!! 
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www.autoaccessoriesgarage.com  

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!!! 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!!! 
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Click on the links below to join us: 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/3494683937274072/ 
and on Twitter: https://twitter.com/ccdvpa 

Keep up to date on upcoming activities and events! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Look for CCDV on Social Media 

The Gas Cap is published monthly by the Corvette Club of Delaware Valley (“CCDV”). 
©2014 Corvette Club of Delaware Valley. No portions of this publication may be 

reprinted or used for commercial use without express written consent and prior 
permission of CCDV. 

 
Publication of advertisements in the Gas Cap, on https://www.ccdv.com/and/or on 

CCDV’s Facebook page does not constitute endorsement, approval, recommendation, 
ratification or other affirmation of any advertised product or service. We thank all readers 
patronizing our advertisers, and we strongly urge them to conduct their own independent 

and thorough investigation prior to purchasing and/or recommending any advertised 
product or service. CCDV reserves the right to refuse advertising. 

 
Information published in the Gas Cap, on www.ccdv.com and/or on CCDV’s Facebook 

page is general in nature, is the opinion of the individual author/contributor/poster, and is 
not a substitute for professional advice including, but not limited to, automotive, technic 
al or repair advice. CCDV makes no claims, promises, or guarantees about the accuracy or 
completeness of such information, which may be altered at any time without notice. All 
information is provided "as is," CCDV disclaims any responsibility associated with such 

information, and visitors use the content solely at their own risk. In no event shall CCDV 
be liable to any third - party for damages related to using or not using its content whether 

claims are advanced on contract, tort or other legal theories. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3494683937274072/
https://twitter.com/ccdvpa
https://www.ccdv.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3494683937274072/
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